
Feast of the Assumption 

My dear Friends, 

For many people August is a time of holidays or days out which are thankfully now possible as Covid 
19 restrictions are gradually eased. Some will have to wait until the end of the Summer to enjoy a Bank 
Holiday. Few of us will venture abroad for recreation this year but those who have done so in the past 
might remember that in many of our neighbouring European countries and in nations with a large 
Roman Catholic population the 15th of August is a national holiday. It is because in those places it is 
celebrated as the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of our Lord Jesus Christ. This was 
declared a Catholic dogma in 1950 but first formulated in orthodox circles in the sixth century by 
Gregory of Tour. It states that Mary did not die in the conventional sense but rather her body was 
assumed into heaven. 

In Anglican circles this is not the tradition but nevertheless it is the main day of the year when we 
remember Mary. The old Prayer Book referred to Mary’s passing as the Falling Asleep of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary. This was brought into clear focus for me as a child when I was shown in Llandaff Cathedral 
a fourteenth century wood carving showing an aged Mary lying in bed surrounded by the disciples in 
her last moments. (The disciples are difficult to distinguish except St Luke who, as a learned physician 
is portrayed wearing round spectacles!). That period of history was one when Mary was particularly 
revered. Also in Llandaff is a recently restored fifteenth century wood panel painting showing the 
Assumption, placed there by Bishop Marshall. As teenagers we altar servers used to sit on a bench the 
back of which was formed by this painting now regarded as a priceless treasure! 

Our own churches have more recent but nonetheless valued images of Mary, one in particular I will 
write more of in the coming months. However we usually recall pictures of her as a young woman. She 
was after all a teenager when she gave birth to Jesus. The thousands of pictures and statues of a 
mother and child, the Infant Christ are everywhere in our churches, galleries and Christmas cards and 
cribs. We do not so often see the representation of Mary as an old woman. She is however in our 
Ascension window in St Margaret’s, witnessing Jesus rising to heaven to be in his Father’s presence. 

Some have reservations about the importance of Mary in our Christian heritage particularly perhaps 
in the Free Church, Nonconformist, congregations. However it is significant to note that on this day 
the Gospel reading which all the churches share is that passage from St Luke Chapter 1, v46 following. 
It begins ‘And Mary said “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God, my Saviour, for he 
has looked with favour on the lowliness of his servant.”’ (This is of course very familiar to those who 
attend Evensong as it is sung every week as the Magnificat). It is Mary’s song not emphasising her own 
importance but rather pointing to Jesus, drawing our attention to him as Lord and Saviour. She realised 
she was called upon to perform an extraordinary role being mother to the coming Messiah. She speaks 
more about the work of God through history than of her own part in it in bearing this most special 
child. 

As we give thanks this week for the Blessed Virgin Mary, let us also pray for and remember our own 
mothers, whether living or departed. We should also pray for mothers who like Mary face challenges 
and difficulties throughout their lives yet still can rejoice in their role as parents. May God bless all 
families that they may know happiness and health and have strength and courage, as Mary did, to face 
the events of this life with all its joys and sorrows. 

Best wishes and prayers, 
Stewart  

The Reverend Canon Stewart Lisk,  
Vicar of Roath.  


